
Although the term  deafblind  implies a complete ab-

sence of hearing and sight, in reality, it refers to chil-

dren with varying  degrees of hearing and vision  

losses.  The type and severity differ from child to child.  

For some children, there is a loss of hearing and visual 

acuity. However, challenges may also exist because a 

person has difficulty processing the information she or 

he hears and sees.  The key feature of deafblindness 

is that the combination of losses limits access to audi-

tory and visual information.   

What is deafblindness? 
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The Missouri Deafblind Technical Assistance 

Project is a federally funded program that pro-

vides  technical assistance and training to         

families and service providers of children and 

youth (birth through twenty-one years) who 

have a combined hearing and vision loss.   

All services are free and available statewide.   

Services are coordinated with local education 

agencies, other service providers and deafblind 

task forces to enhance networking and to build 

expertise in the community.   

M I S S O U R I  D E A F B L I N D  T E C H N I C A L  
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S E R V I C E S  O F  T H E  P R O J E C T  

 Assistance in the identification and tracking of 

children with deafblindness 

 Child-focused technical assistance and consulta-

tion on assessment, education and employment 

 Transition assistance including person-centered 

planning 

 Inservice training on specific content areas 

 Coursework for teams including families 

 Access to information and referral to appropriate 

services and resources  

 
I M P O R T A N C E  O F  A D D R E S S I N G  

H E A R I N G  A N D  V I S I O N        

C H A L L E N G E S   

Early identification and early intervention are        

important because: 

 hearing and vision are critical to development 

and early learning, 

 what is heard and seen help develop a child’s 

understanding of the world, 

 much learning is achieved through access to 

what is heard and seen, 

 hearing and seeing motivate moving, and 

 enjoyment comes from a variety of sources that 

individuals can hear and see  

Missouri Deafblind Technical Assistance Project 

Missouri School for the Blind  

3815 Magnolia Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63110 

 314-776-4320, ext. 3255 

 susan.bonner@msb.dese.mo.gov  

 http://msb.dese.mo.gov/deafblind.htm 

 


